
From: Weymouth School noreply@weymouthtsd.org
Subject: A Message from the Weymouth Board of Education President

Date: September 12, 2018 at 2:22 PM
To: WEYMOUTH TOWNSHIP Recipients recipients@weymouthtownshipschool.parentlink.net

On behalf of The Weymouth Board of Education and myself, I would like to welcome you and your children back for another year at
Weymouth Township School. We do hope that your family had an enjoyable and restful summer. 
 
The often used phrase 'it takes a community to educate a child' is fitting for this letter. OUR shared education and life experience help
to mold the nature and scope of a child's education; a point that many people tend to forget.
 
It is the board's hope that your children will rise to the academic challenges OUR teachers will present; showing the value and
importance of NEIGHBORHOOD schools. As a LOCALLY controlled school, WE (the board and community) can best respond to the
academic needs of OUR children. It is the goal of the board of education to see that all of OUR children are prepared not just for
today, but for the future while still retaining a sense of local identity.
 
As you may be aware, there has been a push in Trenton to redistribute school funding to thriving districts that have been
'underfunded'. Instead of providing more funding, the state legislature is instead identifying districts (such as Weymouth) as being
'overfunded' using archaic and outdated formulas. Over the next seven years, it is projected that we will lose almost $2.3 million in
State educational aid ... almost half of our current budget. I have heard through the proverbial grapevine that when the state cut
almost $120,000 (we anticipated an $80,000 cut) that the community anticipated our school eliminating a teaching position. That is
NOT our desire. We will have to be creative in how WE budget and provide the BEST 'thorough and efficient' education for OUR
children.
 
We want YOU, the parents and the general community, to be involved in molding the education of OUR children. Dr. Alfieri and I will
conduct a number of 'coffee chats' throughout the year so that you can share your observations and feelings about the direction in
which OUR school is heading. 
 
As always, YOU are welcome to attend the monthly board meetings; typically held on the evening of the third Thursday of every
month.  Thank you for YOUR time and I truly hope to see you throughout the year!
 
Cordially,
 
Ed Zebedies
President, Weymouth Township Board of Education
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